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punctuation, grammar and sentence 
writing skills 

- Reliant on continual assistance from 
teachers / teacher aides to complete 
tasks 

 
This class is small, and has extra support staff to 
assist students in improving writing skills. 
 
ENGLISH EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 Rotary Inter-School Debating Team 
 Rostrum Voice of Youth Public Speaking 

Competition 
 Rotary Junior Public Speaking Competition 
 Salty’s Press Gang: The Cairns Post PostEd 

Reporters 
 Writers’ Camp (with a famous author) 
 Australasian English Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
The English Department have agreed on these 
guidelines for homework:  

• Reading – students should be reading 
(novels, magazines, non-fiction) for 15-30 
minutes each night.  

• Reading/Viewing Media – students 
should also read the newspaper and watch 
the news every day to keep abreast of 
current events and social issues  

• Written Activity – Once a week or 
fortnight, students may be required to 
complete a class activity for homework or 
extend their vocabulary skills with a 
language activity.  

• Once an assessment task sheet has 
been given to the class, students are 
expected to be continually working on the 
drafting of their assignments for homework 
over an intensive 4 week time-span up to 
the due date.  
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HHHEEEAAALLLTTTHHH   &&&   PPPHHHYYYSSSIIICCCAAALLL   EEEDDDUUUCCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
Welcome to Smithfield State High School Junior 
Physical Education.  Our philosophy is to 
encourage all students to be physically active, 
both now and in the future. The course is aimed 
at developing students’ knowledge and skills to be 
able to make healthy and safe choices.  

COURSE STRUCTURE  
Compulsory for Year 8 – 10 

o Includes Health Education 

 Relationships/ Personal skills 
 Fitness 
 Nutrition 
 Risky behaviours  
 Sports Science 
 Communicable Diseases 
 Environmental Health 
 Anatomy and physiology 

 
o Includes Practical Elements 

 Aquatics 
 Large Ball Sports 
 Small Ball Sports 
 Gymnastics/Aerobics 
 Outdoor Education 
 Fitness Training 
 Golf/ Archery 
 Football Codes 
 Athletics 
 Racquet Sports 

 
o 2 lessons per week  (each 70 minutes) 
 
o Costs include pool entry, bus fees, excursions 

and camps  
 
REQUIREMENTS   
o Equipment for sun protection – hat, 

sunscreen. sunglasses 
o Water bottle 
o Shoes for running 
o Theory book 
o Diary  
o Stationery 
o Swimming gear 
o Other subject specific items, eg. golf balls 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
o Ongoing practical assessment 

o End of term written or oral assignment 
 

EXCELLENCE IN BASEBALL  
o Excellence in Baseball Course is an 

invitation only subject. 

o Talk to Mr Phil Thomas if interested in 
trialling for a placement in this class. 

o Please select an alternative subject in case 
your application is not successful. 

o Students are selected on demonstrated: 
  ability and potential in baseball 
  ability to work independently 
  safe behaviours 
  team skills 

HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
HPE – Year 8 
Time is divided into practical and theoretical units.  
Once per week if classwork is not completed at 
the beginning of the term and towards the end of 
term to meet written assessment task 
requirements.  Implementation of either a fitness 
or training program is required in term 2. 
 
Excellence in Baseball Year 8 - 12 
Homework in work book to be completed at least 
once per week.
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HHHOOOMMMEEE   EEECCCOOONNNOOOMMMIIICCCSSS   
RATIONALE: 

Home Economics endeavours to improve quality 
of life by assisting students to develop knowledge, 
attitudes, skills and values which will be effective 
in personal and family living. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: 
This module is the launching module for the 
Junior Home Economics program.  Ultimately, all 
students will complete a unit of work in food and 
a unit of work in textiles. 
 
Whilst studying the food unit, students will have 
the opportunity to participate in a number of 
activities including making favourite foods, taste 
testing, storing food, recipe term investigations, 
risk areas in the kitchen, safety in the kitchen, 
using tools safely, comparing commercial and 
home-made pastries, and taste testing apple 
juices. 
 
Practical lessons will include the production of 
salad roll-ups, cheese omelettes, healthy muffins, 
fruit kebabs, apple turnovers, pancakes and 
scones. 
 
Whilst studying the textiles unit, students will 
have the opportunity to create a personalised 
designer bag.  Theory will include sewing 
equipment, sewing machine parts and care, the 
fibre tree, yarn and fabric construction, care of 
clothes and reasons for choosing different 
clothing. 
 
 
PRACTICAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Home Economics:  Resources for practical 
workshops that produce items/products to be 
taken home, will need to be provided by the 
student. These resources will include ingredients 
for food workshops, fabric, thread and some 
equipment for fabric project/s. 

Food: Students are required to supply their own 
ingredients for cooking. 

Fabric: Students are required to provide their 
own materials, patterns and some equipment for 
the garments/articles they make for themselves. 
 
 
 
 

 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
FOOD  
• Students are to plan and gather their 

ingredients in preparation for their cooking 
lessons and in addition, they are to have a 
completed work plan.  Each cooking lesson 
is then followed up with a five point 
evaluation activity. 

• Study leading up to a Test in Cooking 
• Book work - complete class room activity 

sheets 
• Design Brief - Similar to a cooking lesson, 

with the addition of prior planning and 
preparation 

SEWING  
• Sewing Book - complete class room activity 

sheets 
• Sewing article - planning and purchase of 

fabric/materials/notions to complete their 
designated article 

• Design Project Sewing Assignment 
• Study leading up to a Test in Sewing 
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IIINNNDDDUUUSSSTTTRRRIIIAAALLL   TTTEEECCCHHHNNNOOOLLLOOOGGGYYY   AAANNNDDD   
DDDEEESSSIIIGGGNNN   

 
 

RATIONALE: 
Industrial Technology and Design is concerned 
with the interrelationships of people and materials 
and the inherent dynamic influences of design. 
This subject introduces practical oriented learning 
experiences, involves practical applications of 
mathematical and scientific principles in the 
everyday needs of people and provides a 
grounding for life in a technological age. 
 
INTAD encourages students to design and 
construct, using natural and synthetic materials, 
to explore the generation and conservation of 
energy, and to produce electronic and mechanical 
systems. 
 
Through the technology learning areas, the 
students experience a variety of technologies 
that: 

• are relevant to contemporary issues and 
needs 

• have social and economic significance 

• improve the quality of life at home and in 
the workplace 

• are ecologically desirable and sustainable 

• are particularly relevant to Australia 

• relate to students’ interests and needs 
 
Many students find the practical and applied 
nature of technology particularly appealing. It 
provides special contexts in which ideas and 
principles from other learning areas can be 
applied. At the same time, the challenges of 
design and production tasks can be demanding 
and sophisticated. INTAD programs and activities 
engage the full range of student abilities and 
aspirations over a wide range of subject matter. 
 
 
Specific Junior Subjects on offer: 

• Technology and Design Education – 
includes manufacturing and 3D Computer 
Aided Designing 

• Graphics – includes sketching techniques 
and up-to-date Computer Aided Design 

• Systems Strand – includes electronics, 
hydraulics and pneumatics 

• Industrial Skills Program – students learn 
focused practical skills required for work 
experience and a future apprenticeship. 

 
Gateway School for 2008 and beyond: 

Smithfield State High School has been selected as 
one of 14 schools in Queensland to participate in 
the Manufacturing and Engineering Gateway 
Schools to Industry Project.  It is a collaborative 
initiative between the Queensland Government 
and Manufacturing Skills Queensland.  As a 
school, and especially within INTAD, we will be 
linking closely with industry to enable students to 
visit and work alongside tradespeople.  It is an 
exciting venture for the school and perhaps your 
child will be involved. 
 
 
HOMEWORK REQUIREMENTS: 
Homework focuses on design tasks related to 
products that are going to be manufactured in 
class.  Students will also need to allocate study 
time prior to end of term and semester exams.  
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IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIOOONNN   AAANNNDDD   
CCCOOOMMMMMMUUUNNNIIICCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   TTTEEECCCHHHNNNOOOLLLOOOGGGYYY   

RATIONALE: 
ICT impacts on every part of our daily lives.  It is 
dynamic and constantly changing, providing 
challenging new job and career opportunities with 
a great deal of variety in every industry. 

ICT is not limited to an industry or section of the 
community – it is everywhere and most jobs 
require at least some ICT skills. 

Careers 
People who work in ICT can be artists and 
architects, game developers and engineers, 
software developers and telecommunications 
technicians, network engineers, university 
lecturers and graphic designers, electronic 
publishers and web designers… the opportunities 
are endless.   

SSHS’s innovative program is designed to provide 
students with the underpinning knowledge and 
skills to prepare them to be proficient participants 
in a culture increasingly reliant on ICTs and to 
prepare them for senior study in ICT. 

TECHNOchicks is our highly successful initiative 
to promote and encourage the participation of 
girls in ICT. 

Students who are able to demonstrate sufficient 
prior learning are exempted from some units. 
 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
Homework is given approximately once per week 
and would only take half an hour to complete. 

 

COMPUTING FOR LEARNING 
COURSE STRUCTURE: 
This course is compulsory for all students at 
Smithfield SHS. It is a basic course in using one of 
the fundamental tools for digital learning which is 
a main part of today’s school.  
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OUTLINES 
Keyboarding mastery – integrated in other 
areas 
Internet search – integrated in other areas 
Word – extensive use of MS Word  
Powerpoint – Presentation skills and design 
Excel – Basic skills in using spreadsheets  
Flash – Creating small 2D animations 

 

 

COMPUTING FOR CREATING 
COURSE STRUCTURE: 
Pre-requisite subject: 
ICT081 – Computer for learning 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE: 
This course is designed for students who want to 
develop their creative computing skills in the 
second semester of year 8. It gives the students 
opportunities to look further into animations, 
digital imaging and game designing. It gives a 
good foundation for the further studies of ICT in 
both the Application Designer strand and the 
Multimedia strand. 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OUTLINES 
Digital imaging – Design principles and image 
manipulation 
Flash – 2D non interactive animations 
Game Maker – Creating simple computer games  
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LLLIIITTTEEERRRAAATTTEEE   PPPRRRAAACCCTTTIIICCCEEESSS
 

Literate Practices is a subject which provides 
opportunities for students to develop and refine 
their reading, reading comprehension and writing 
skills. 
 
Students are tested on their reading and reading 
comprehension skills and are allocated into one of 
three groups according to their results. 
 
The three groups are: 
1. Decoding – for students who have great 

difficulty reading. The program will help 
these students to understand and develop 
sounds of speech which will assist in 
developing their reading skills. 

 
2. Comprehension – for students who can 

read but have difficulty comprehending 
what they read. Activities will develop 
students’ ability to comprehend and make 

sense of texts by developing their 
vocabulary and oral language skills. 

 
3. Critical Literacy – while students in this 

group are able to read well and 
comprehend texts, the program will develop 
students’ capacity to critically reflect upon 
what they read. It will also focus on 
developing learning and thinking strategies 
and understanding the structure of the 
English language.  

 
A structured writing program is also an important 
aspect of Literate Practices. Activities focus on 
developing the students’ ability to write in 
sentences, punctuate and use correct grammar. 
Students also learn to organise their work into 
cohesive paragraphs and how to extend their 
writing skills. 
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LLLAAANNNGGGUUUAAAGGGEEESSS   OOOTTTHHHEEERRR   TTTHHHAAANNN   EEENNNGGGLLLIIISSSHHH   
RATIONALE: 
The role of Languages Other than English 
(L.O.T.E.) is becoming more and more important 
in Australian society. In this age of globalisation, 
advances in technology, world trade and tourism, 
the advantages of learning another language have 
become more prevalent and the demand for a 
multilingual workforce is ever increasing. 
 
Learning another language not only teaches 
people to communicate in that language and to 
understand the underlying culture, but also 
enhances their knowledge and understanding of 
their own language and culture. 
 
Two languages are offered: Indonesian and 
German. 
 
WHY STUDY INDONESIAN? 
• Contact between Indonesian businesses, 

tourists, residents and our local community 
are continually increasing. It is our closest 
neighbour with a population of over 200 
million people. 

• There is a multitude of opportunities for 
employment using the Indonesian language 
in Queensland, Australia and Indonesia. 

• Indonesian combined with other senior 
studies eg. Science and Economics, may 
greatly improve employment prospects. 

 
WHY STUDY GERMAN? 
• German is a major international language 

spoken as a first language by over 100 
million people world wide. 

• Germany is a major trading partner with 
Australia and is a leader in world 
technology. 

• German tourists form a large percentage of 
international visitors to Australia. 

• German combined with other senior studies 
eg. Science and Economics, may greatly 
improve employment prospects. 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES: 
A variety of learning experiences are provided. 
These include: 

• Role plays 
• Reading articles, magazines 
• Listening to tape, conversations, interviews 
• Reading menus and eating at restaurants 
• Filling out various forms (eg bank, job 

applications) 
• Making sense of advertisements in papers, 

on radio and on television 
• Mapping  
• Internet 
• Videos  
• Class discussions 
• Writing postcards, letters of application, 

emails, thank you letters  
• Develop and produce projects under 

supervision 
Students will be assessed using a variety of 
techniques including: 

• Short answer tests  
• A range of tests in the four macro areas of 

reading, writing, listening and speaking. 
• Projects and assignments  
 
 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
It is important for students to practise and learn 
language skills taught in class on a daily basis.  
This consolidates the new vocabulary that the 
students are learning and allows students to 
develop their language skills. 
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MMMAAATTTHHHEEEMMMAAATTTIIICCCSSS   
RATIONALE: 
Mathematics is an essential part of life - in our 
homes, workplaces and recreational activities.  It 
provides skills for problems in the real world.  As 
well, Mathematics makes several important 
contributions to a sound general education by 
providing the necessary skills and understanding 
found in a wide definition of numeracy, in society, 
other subject areas, a technological society, 
further studies in mathematics, and in 
communication. 

As a result of the rapid changes in technology and 
the consequential changes in mathematics, the 
pace of mathematics education has changed from 
an emphasis on mechanical calculations out of 
context to one of life related problem solving.  
This often involves the use of computer software, 
calculators and other appropriate instruments. 

Today, the study of mathematics places 
emphasis on the development of positive 
attitudes towards the student's involvement 
in Mathematics through working 
systematically and logically, and 
communicating with and about 
mathematics. 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE: 
The structure for this course is based on the 
guiding principle of recognising and promoting 
EXCELLENCE in mathematics at this school.  Every 
student is given the chance to succeed at their 
own level. 

The course is designed to accommodate a wide 
range of student abilities, interests and work rates 
through either the core or extension pathway 
from Year 9 onwards.  Year 8 students are 
extended within their class group. 

A student who enters Year 9 below the required 
level will need to attend our free after school 
tutoring sessions in an effort to maintain 
themselves in the core pathway. 

It is possible for students to accelerate through 
the course initially (i.e. have come from primary 
school and successfully completed our Year 8 
Maths course), completing Year 10 Maths whilst in 
Year 9 and therefore begin to study senior 
Mathematics B in Year 10. 

The course topics align with the Key Learning 
Area of Mathematics’ Strands of: 

NUMBER, SPACE, MEASUREMENT, CHANCE 
AND DATA and ALGEBRA. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
For each lesson, students require a scientific 
calculator, ruler, 128 pages notebook, school 
diary, lead pencil and pens.  Occasionally students 
require a protractor, compass and grid paper.  It 
would be useful to purchase these at the start of 
the year and keep at home till required.  Failure 
to bring equipment to class will result in lunchtime 
detentions. 
 
ASSESSMENT OUTLINE: 
Over the year course, students will complete and 
be assessed using; 
• exams 
• assignments 
• various folio items – small inclass and 

homework tasks  
• their notebook 
 
HOMEWORK REQUIREMENTS: 
Each student receives homework each night after 
having Maths, or alternatively weekly homework is 
set.  Students are expected to spend at least 20-
30 minutes per night on Maths. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Free tutoring is offered to all students one 
afternoon a week for one hour. 
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SSSCCCIIIEEENNNCCCEEE   
RATIONALE: 
Science, and its associated contributions to 
technology, continually transforms our world. 
Science is a powerful way of generating and 
organising knowledge and thereby is a significant 
contributor to the cultural and intellectual 
development of our society. It is also indirectly 
responsible for generating much of the material 
and intellectual wealth we see about us. 
 
Science is not just a collection of facts, or a set of 
theories, mental processes and manipulative 
skills, it is also an enterprise conducted by people 
with individual strengths and failings in societies 
shaped by human needs and wants. 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE: 
In Year 8, students will study two units of 
Science.  Students will study each unit for one 
semester. 

Unit 1 Level 1 Earth and Beyond (Earth Science) 
and Life and Living (Biology) 

Unit 2 Level 1 Natural and Process Materials 
(Chemistry) and Energy and Change (Physics) 
 

 
Year 8 units have core work within them, which 
all students must complete. On successful 
completion of the core, students go on to work on 
the extension material within the module. 
Students who do not successfully complete the 
core will revisit the core material and re-attempt 
the assessment. It must be noted that the highest 
result a student can achieve on the second 
attempt at core is a C (unless they then go on to 
complete extension). Only students completing 
the extension work are eligible for ratings A and B 
and students may attempt extension at any time 
after successful completion of core assessment. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
All science units have the following requirements: 
1. covered shoes 
2. writing notebook 
3. pens / biros 
4. school diary 
* Some units may involve bus travel or 

material costs.   
 
 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
All units in Junior Science have an assignment as 
part of the assessment for the term. It is expected 
that students will spend time working on these 
assignments, as required, as part of their 
homework. 
On occasion, extra homework may be set as 
reinforcement for work covered in class wherever 
relevant (please check your student’s diary). It is 
expected, however, that students will revise work 
covered in class as part of their homework on a 
regular basis. 
 
The time spent on science should be 
approximately 20 minutes per week per 
Science unit. 
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SSSTTTUUUDDDYYY   OOOFFF   SSSOOOCCCIIIEEETTTYYY   AAANNNDDD   TTTHHHEEE   
EEENNNVVVIIIRRROOONNNMMMEEENNNTTT   

 

RATIONALE 
The main focus of Study of Society and the 
Environment is the study of human interaction in 
a variety of places, times and cultures. Students 
develop skills and processes which help them 
investigate social, environmental, historical, 
economic, political and cultural issues. The course 
embraces the key concepts of time, continuity and 
change; place and space; culture and identity and 
systems, resources and power. Understandings 
about Australia and the world we live in are 
developed, and the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
which enable students to participate as an active 
and informed citizen at local, state, national and 
international levels, are promoted. 
 
LEARNING EXPERIENCES 
The Year 8 introductory semester is based on the 
theme Do We Live in a Dangerous Place? The unit 
concentrates on the dangers involved in living in 
Far North Queensland by investigating how 
communities in both the past and present have 
been able to adapt to living in the region. As such, 
students participate in a variety of learning 
experiences.  

• Students do not receive one textbook; 
instead the SOSE Department has a variety 
of texts and workbooks available for 
classroom activities. 

• Information Technology is incorporated into 
classroom activities and assessment, with 
students having access to laptop 
computers. Students explore the Internet 
and will be introduced to the basics of 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

• Inquiry based research reports allow 
students to investigate an issue of interest 
to them in greater detail. 

• Field trips are included with trips to 
Tjapukai Cultural Park.  

• A variety of assessment 
techniques are used including 

tests, reports and oral presentations. 

• Skills taught in SOSE will help students 
develop research skills that are required for 
their senior studies. 

 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS: 
Homework is generally given weekly and can 
comprise of: 
• Worksheets 
• Review of class work 
• Revision 
• Research / drafting of assignments 
 
Requirements will increase at times when 
assessment, such as reports and tests, are due. 
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SSSTTTUUUDDDEEENNNTTT   SSSUUUPPPPPPOOORRRTTT   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   
 
RATIONALE: 
Student Support Services aims to create an 
inclusive learning environment for all students at 
Smithfield State High School.  The staff in Student 
Support Services work with all school staff to 
ensure students are able to participate and work 
in class with support where needed.  Programs 
have been designed to assist students to meet 
their individual learning needs. 
 
Student Support Services staff work with all 
students enrolled at Smithfield State High School.  
In particular this section of the school provides 
extra assistance to: 
 Students with Disabilities (SWD) 
 Students with Learning Difficulties (LS) 
 Students who have English as a second 

language (ESL) 
 Students who are Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander (ATSI) 
 Students who are gifted and talented (G&T) 
 Students who are in care (CIC) 

 

This learning area offers units across three 
strands: 
 Learning Support 
 Special Education Programmes 
 Gifted and Talented 

 
 
Learning Support 

Students who would like to access learning 
support classes should indicate on enrolment the 
desire to participate in these classes. 

Learning Support classes are designed to assist 
students to develop skills that promote success at 
school and to carry them forward into life after 
school. 

Parents and carers are encouraged to make a 
time to meet with the Head of Special Education 
Services / Student Support to discuss the learning 
needs of their child. 

Learning Support classes do have a maximum 
enrolment number of fifteen per class. 
 
 
Special Education Programmes 

Students requiring a high level of support and 
individualised programmes would choose from 
units such as Personal Management, Community 

Access, Preparing for Life After School, Life Skills, 
Literacy Skills and Numeracy Skills. 

Students accessing the Special Education 
Programme may also select subjects from other 
areas of the school.  The student’s programme is 
negotiated when the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) is developed. 

Students with disabilities require an interview at 
enrolment with the Head of Special Education 
Services/Student Support Services.  This interview 
will set out the educational requirements of the 
student while attending Smithfield State High 
School. 
 
 
Gifted and Talented 

Students who are identified gifted and talented 
may have programs that are negotiated to include 
extension and/or acceleration.  Students who are 
indicated at enrolment as being Gifted and 
Talented require an interview with the Head of 
Special Education Services/Student Support 
Services to develop an individualized learning 
programme for them. 
 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Students 

Students who indicate at enrolment as being 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent may 
access support under the Indigenous student 
tutoring system.  Student may receive teacher 
aide assistance in a variety of classroom settings 
for literacy and numeracy. 
 
 
English as a Second Language 

Teacher aide support along with additional 
teacher support may be provided to students who 
come from a non-English speaking background.  
Passports need to be presented at enrolment to 
ascertain if the extra support may be accessed. 

 

Enrolment in any module will be by referral 
or invitation only. 




